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Darent Days Stage 1: Saturdays 7th and 14th May 2016
WESTERHAM WESTERLY (8.0 miles circular)
Meet: 10.45am at The Green, Westerham (Ordnance Survey map reference TQ447540)

Access:   246 bus Saturday service 
Depart Bromley North station 09.28 09.56

Bromley South station 09.33 10.01
Hayes (Kent) station 09.42 10.12

Arrive Westerham, The Green 10.10 10.40

London Travelcards and Freedom Passes valid for whole of 246
route.

Note:  No rail station at Westerham. Nearest: Oxted (thence 594 or
595 bus), Sevenoaks (thence 401 bus).

Maps:  Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 scale Explorer Sheet 147;
1:50 000 scale Landranger Sheets 187 and 188.

Outline route:  River Darent - Crockham House (principal source) - Crockhamhill Common - High Chart -
Cronklands (NT) - Limpsfield source - Clacket Lane stream - Moorhouse Bank (NT) - Squerryes  Court
(source)  - Westerham (8.0 miles).

Early finish options: Return by road from Cronklands (5.1 miles) or from the Limpsfield source (7.1 miles).

Late start option:  By road to Cronklands, then via Limpsfield source, etc. to finish (5.7 miles).

Ascents:  205m         Descents:  205m.

Terrain:  Mainly woodland, with moderate slopes, 6 stiles, some deep mud, some short sections of busy
road.  Water resistant footwear and walking pole recommended.

Detailed route description: From the bus stop head west for 100m, passing the Wolfe statue, to the ‘King’s
Arms’.  (For toilets, go right down Fuller Hill at the junction ahead.  Also Domesday mural along lane to
left.)  Turn S down the  driveway to the pub car park, where turn right along a footpath, which crosses a lane.
After 400m you reach the former mill pond at TQ444536, where the main and western headwaters meet.

Turn left to cross the outlet stream and follow the main inlet stream southward, passing 'Park Lodge' on the
right.  At the Greensand Way (GSW) marker post, fork left to enter a permissive footpath which follows the
main headwater gently uphill, keeping the river on your left.  (This path may be closed for clay pigeon
shooting - use the GSW, turning left after 800m onto the public footpath below.)

After 1km, at the end of two ponds, cross a stile on the left and continue SW along the track for a further
50m. Turn left on a public footpath which crosses another stile and continues southward uphill with the river
below and to the left and woodland with an ancient hill fort alongside right.

After 500m,  at the corner of the grounds of Crockham House, cross a stile and continue ahead with the
boundary fence on the left.  The path becomes very boggy near the springs which are the main source of the
Darent, at TQ448519, 190m/525ft above sea level.

Continue SE, then S, along the edge of Crockhamhill  Common until  you meet  the Greensand Way just
before Hosey Common Road.  Turn sharp right (W) to follow the GSW which goes steeply uphill to 'The
Warren'.  Past the front of the house, the GSW is the left-most path.  This goes downhill for 600m to a major
signpost, where you bear right, slightly west of north.  After a further 250m, avoid the Westerham branch of
the GSW which turns off to the right, but go ahead on a small path which emerges on Goodley Stock Road.

Turn right along the road for 250m, then fork left onto a bridleway between houses with extensive gardens.
At the end, you cross the border from Kent into Surrey. Where the GSW goes left, fork right (NW) downhill
along the Tandridge Border Path (the waymarker is fallen) for 400m to a path junction at TQ433524, where
there is a logged area being replanted.  Fork right between some young birch trees onto an indistict footpath
bearing 340°.  After 100m, at a junction of forestry tracks, take the downhill track ahead for 10m, where it
bends left, with another track turning right.  Take a small path ahead between trees, which descends for 
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100m to a sunken crossing track.  Waymarkers here indicate a 10m jog to the left and a path uphill between
trees.  This continues for 250m, indistinct in places, to reach Moorhouse Road at TQ432529.

(For an  early finish, turn right along the road, and right again on reaching the A25 to Westerham, 5.1
miles.)

Cross the road into the car park at Cronklands, with Moorhouse Bank (NT) on the right (picnic lunch stop,
3.5 miles).  Follow the boundary going WSW for 100m and then WNW for 50m downhill to a bridle path.
Turn left and go through a small wood.  You emerge into a meadow (where the course of a Roman road
crosses), with a stream on the right.  This is the westernmost headwater, which runs down to the mill pond
seen earlier.

Continue upstream, following the right edge of another wood, and crossing the Vanguard Way.  At a 5-way
junction of paths, TQ421528, take the left fork SW through another small wood.  Exit the wood through a
gate on the right and take the footpath NW with a hedgerow alongside on the right.

At  a  gap in the hedgerow,  wheel  right  across the  shallow valley.  The Limpsfield source of  the Darent
surfaces beside a field maple in the hedgerow opposite at TQ416529, over 140m/470ft  above sea level.
Follow the bridleway 600m downstream, returning to the 5-way junction, and re-enter the wood, bearing
right to follow its left margin.

(To omit the Clacket Lane stream and Sqerryes Court, continue along the bridleway 1200m to Moorhouse
Lane and turn left to reach the A25 to Westerham, 7.1 miles.)

After 300m, turn left onto the Vanguard Way, cross the stream and head uphill for 500m to reach Westerham
Road (A25).  Cross the main road with care and continue uphill along a minor road for 200m.  Pass the drive
to 'Thriftwood' and turn right 60m beyond onto a footpath which follows the left-hand edge of a wood.  

Waymarkers are missing from this area.  On emerging into a field, the right of way goes diagonally SE
across the field, but because it is cropped over, it is better to follow round the left-hand edge of the field to its
far side, where a stream (descending from Clackets Lane M25 services) runs alongside, audible but not
visible under a hedgerow.  Exit at the SE corner of the field on a small path which crosses the stream and
emerges into a layby (the former A25).

Turn left along the A25 past 'the Grasshopper Inn', then cross the road and go S into Moorhouse Road.  Here
you cross the confluence of the Limpsfield and Clackets Lane streams.  Where the road bears right, keep
straight ahead up a track to regain the road.  Continue S along the road for 200m, then turn left opposite the
car park onto a pebble surfaced track.  After 300m, turn right over a stile and walk parallel to the left hand
edge of the wood for 100m to meet a crossing path near the bottom of the slope.  Here a waymarker points
sharply back left to a stile hidden among the trees.  Cross this into a green field.

Follow the FP downhill along the left side of the field, crossing another stile, to come to 'Lodges Wood Oast'
on the far side of a ditch on the left.  (Note the inscription on the end wall.)  20m further on a footbridge
hidden in the hedge gives access to an estate road. Turn right to meet Goodley Stock Road after 120m.  

Turn left.  The lake in the grounds is just visible over the hedge on the right as you walk downhill.  Continue
alongside a stream fed by the lake to Westerham Road.  Cross to the footway and turn right for 350m.
Where the road turns left, cross it again and turn right to reach the mill pond again.  Follow its exit stream
over a footbridge and NE for 330m, then turn left (N) through a kissing gate into Water Lane.  Cross the
river again by the remains of a mill to reach the start point after 150m.

Return: 246 bus Saturday service
Depart Westerham, The Green 15.52 16.22 16.52 17.22
Arrive Hayes (Kent) station 16.21 16.51 17.21 17.51

Bromley South station 16.33 17.03 17.32 18.03
Bromley North station 16.41 17.11 17.39 18.09
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Darent Days Stage 2: Saturdays 21st and 28th May 2016
SUNDRIDGE SUNDRlES (9.8 miles circular)

Meet: 10.45am at The Green, Westerham (Ordnance Survey map reference TQ447540)

Access: 246 bus Saturday service:
Depart Bromley North station 09.28 09.56

Bromley South station 09.33 10.01
Hayes (Kent) station 09.42 10.12

Arrive Westerham, The Green 10.10 10.40

London Travelcards and Freedom Passes valid for whole
of 246 route.

Note:  No rail station at Westerham. Nearest: Oxted
(thence 594 or 595 bus), Sevenoaks (thence 401 bus).

Maps:  Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 scale Explorer Sheet
147; 1:50 000 scale Landranger Sheets 187 and 188.

Outline route:  Follow the Darent down to Brasted and
Sundridge  crossing  sundry  tributaries.   Explore  two
tributaries descending from the greensand hills and return
to Westerham (9.8 miles).

Early finish option: 401 bus back from Sundridge after
3.3 miles.

Late start option:  401 bus to Sundridge; thence 6.6 miles.

Ascents:  275m         Descents:  275m.

Terrain:  Slightly downhill on roads and field paths to Sundridge.  Thereafter quite hilly along
footpaths and country lanes, mainly through woodland, and with two steep ascents.  May be muddy,
several stiles.  Water resistant footwear and walking pole recommended.

Detailed route description:  From the bus stop cross the Green NE to the Church.  Head ENE, then
E through the  churchyard,  take  the  exit  path  left  of  a  half-timbered  house,  then  cross  Quebec
Avenue and the river to Sevenoaks Road (A25).  Turn left, with the river alongside left.

After 800m turn left (N) up Beggars Lane for 170m.  Turn right (ENE) along a footpath, crossing
the  river  before  rejoining  the  A25 for  850m.   Turn  left  up  Church Road and cross  the  river.
Opposite the lych gate to the church, turn right (E) along a drive, then fork left along footpath to
cross  a  feeder  stream and reach  Rectory  Lane.   Turn  right,  then  left  on  reaching  the  A25  to
Sundridge.  After 1200m turn left at traffic lights for a few metres to view the river.

(For an early finish, turn back to the bus stop in Sundridge, 3.3 miles, and return to Westerham by
hourly bus service 401).

Otherwise, return to the A25 and turn left for 180m to a footpath on the right, take the footpath to
the Church, (possible picnic lunch stop) then turn right for 120m to Church Road.  Turn left uphill
for 1100m to Penn Lane fork.  Here turn left (E) along a footpath across a field, with a field fence
on the right, and then follow the footpath ESE through a finger of trees to a wood.  Turn right
(SSW) downwards through the wood to meet and cross over a stream. Follow this upstream to reach
a clearing and pass a new footbridge on the right to meet a wide track. Turn left on this track and
after 250m fork right, still on a track and keeping the stream on the right, to reach a lane at Brook
Place.
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Turn right along the lane, passing a left turning after 450m and crossing a small  stream after a
further 120m.  Fork left on reaching Penn Lane.  Continue uphill for 400m.  Cross the road junction
to Emmetts  Lane,  and after  60m fork left  along a permissive bridleway.   After 160m continue
straight on along a narrower path with the driveway to "Emmetts Garden" a few metres away on the
left and Emmetts Lane a few metres away on the right.  The path soon returns to being a wider
track.  Cross a private drive and at a T junction (only 10m away from Emmetts Lane on the right)
turn left  on another  bridleway.   Continue  in the  woods on the bridleway for  150m to reach a
crossing path. Turn right on this crossing path to return to Emmetts Lane after 200m.

At the lane turn left to follow it for 100m to a boundary fence (right).  Here take the bridleway into
the woods which bears away westwards from the lane to reach Chart Lane after 400m.  Turn right
down this lane for 100m before turning left along a footpath heading W for 100m alongside a fence
on the right. (NB, do not follow the track that curves left behind the cottages).

Turn right (N) along a footpath, keeping the fence to the right, for nearly 300m.  On reaching the
corner of a field on the left cross the stile  and head diagonally across the field to cross a stile
beneath a large oak tree. Cross the track to Outridge, left (NT; worth a short diversion to view) to
cross another stile.

Descend 250m westwards to a stream flowing N from its source at TQ462/524, nearly 170m/560ft
above sea level.  Ascend steps to a lane at the N end of French Street (worth a visit) and turn right
(NNE) down a footpath to re-cross the stream and follow its right bank for over 400m.

Turn left (W) over the stream (above a string of ponds through Valence Wood fed by the stream)
and follow the path uphill. At the top keep ahead through a gate, with stables on the right. Turn left
on a tarmac drive and immediately right on a footpath. Continue for 500m to reach a wide track and
turn left along it for 90m to reach a lane.

Turn right for 100m to Hosey Common Road (B2026).  Follow it downhill for 150m, then turn left
along a track for 300m.  Turn right to follow a footpath downhill N along the field boundary, cross
the Darent, and join the A25 opposite Quebec House.  Turn left for 250m to the start point.

Return:  246 bus Saturday service
Depart Westerham, The Green 15.52 16.22 16.52 17.22
Arrive Hayes (Kent) station 16.21 16.51 17.21 17.51

Bromley South station 16.33 17.03 17.32 18.03
Bromley North station 16.41 17.11 17.39 18.09
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Darent Day 2:  SUNDRIDGE SUNDRlES Scale 1:20 000 (5cm to 1km)
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Darent Days Stage 3:  Saturdays 4th and 11th June 2016
RIVERHEAD RAMBLE (8.0 miles circular)
Meet:  10.50am at Sevenoaks rail station (Ordnance Survey map reference TQ523554)

Access:  Saturday rail services:
Blackfriars* 09:42 Charing Cross† 10:10 Victoria 10:01 Petts Wood 10:15
Bromley S. 10:14 Waterloo East 10:13 Bromley S. 10:28 Orpington 10:18
Otford 10:37 Orpington 10:35 (change ) 10:35
Sevenoaks 10:43 Sevenoaks 10:42 Sevenoaks 10:44 Sevenoaks 10:44
* This Thameslink service calls at all stations via Catford, Bromley South and Swanley.
† Southeastern services to and from London Charing Cross will not call at London Bridge until August 2016.
Do not buy extension tickets from St Mary Cray or Swanley - it is cheaper from Boundary Zone 6.

Maps:  Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 scale Explorer Sheet 147; 1:50 000 scale Landranger 188.

Outline route:  Follow a greensand stream up to its source, then descend via another stream to Dryhill SSSI
(picnic lunch stop) - Chipstead - Riverhead Parkland - Sevenoaks station (8.0 miles).

Ascents:  235m         Descents:  235m.

Terrain:  Roads, woodland and paved paths.  Some fairly steep slopes.  May be muddy in places.  Water
resistant footwear and walking pole recommended

Early finish option:  From Dryhill SSSI walk down Dryhill Lane to the A25 and take the hourly 401 bus
service to Sevenoaks (5.6 miles).

Late start option:  Bus to Dryhill Lane; thence 3.0 miles.

Detailed route description:   From the station entrance,  turn left  (NW) along London Road (A224) for
300m, then turn left into Kippington Road.  Go uphill for 500m and turn right into Redlands Road.

At the end of Redlands Road, go a few metres right along Britains Lane then turn sharp left (SW) up a
footpath, with house gardens on the left and a valley containing a stream to the right.  After 650m turn left
(SE) to follow the stream, now alongside right.  After 110m cross the stream and turn left alongside it, then
bear right to the embankment of the A21.  Turn right tor 30m to cross under it by a tunnel, and continue
ahead to the B2042, Cold Arbor Road, where turn left.  

Alter a few metres, fork left down Dibden Lane.  After 400m, you cross the stream.  After a further 300m,
where the lane bears left, turn right up a bridleway (concealed entrance) into Mildridge Wood.  Continue
SSW then S for 600m to where the bridleway bears right and the forestry track forks left.   Keep right
(WNW) along the bridleway, then bear left after 300m.  After a further 200m cross a footbridge beside a dam
creating a long pond to its left.

(The ground here is boggy.)  After a few metres turn left alongside the fence to follow this pond southwards
through a clearing.  At the end of the pond, continue SSW along the track which follows the edge of the
wood on the left.  The stream feeding the pond emerges from a cleft in the rockface at TQ508531, over
140m/460ft above sea level, to the left of the track.  100m beyond this spring, you come to a shallow round
pond at TQ507530, nearly 150m/490ft above sea level.

Turn right and go through a kissing gate to enter Whitley Forest.  Turn half left (SW) uphill for 300m to
emerge onto a wide track, where turn left, pass a track on the left, and continue SW.  (The Ordnance Survey
map does not show this junction clearly - see detail on next page.)  After about 100m, you come to another
junction of tracks, with a large cistern on your right.  Turn right, cross another track on your right, then take
footpath 104 on the left, heading just north of West.  This is indicated by a public footpath waymarker, with
two large plain yellow arrows below indicating the main track.

Go 300m, passing a series of buildings to the left, to the B2042.  Go slightly left, cross over and continue
westwards along the lane opposite tor 250m to a junction with a green triangle.  Turn sharp right down Back
Lane for 120m.  Just beyond 'Forest Edge',  at  the corner of Hawks Wood, fork left over a stile along a
footpath.
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At the first junction, take the middle of three tracks, NNW.  Cross another track, and after 300m from the
stile  bear  right  (N).   (The  clearing  shown  on  the  Ordnance  Survey  map  is  not  evident.)  Follow the
waymarkers through a conifer plantation,  bearing left to face NW and then leaving the wood.  Continue
down a side valley to cross a stream at  Manor Farm.   (The source of  this  stream is 2km to the south,
170m/580ft above sea level).

Follow the farm track northwards uphill for 200m then downhill for 650m, with the stream flowing down the
valley floor to the right.  Then bear right down Dryhill Lane to cross the stream.  After 130m turn left (N)
along the lane, which crosses the stream again after 160m.  60m beyond, turn into an access road leading to
the car park of Dryhill SSSl and nature reserve.  Ahead is a grassy quarry floor with picnic tables and a
quarry face revealing humped rock shale.  (5.3 miles.  Picnic lunch stop; there are no longer toilets here.)  

(For an early finish, continue down Dryhill Lane to the A25 where the 401 bus runs hourly to Sevenoaks -
5.6 miles.)

Optionally, explore the footpath heading north from the corner of the field, with the stream alongside to its
left.

From Dryhill SSSI, return S up Dryhill Lane to the point where it turns right.  Keep straight on along a
bridleway track for 300m, passing Dryhill Farm (an attractive half-timbered building).  Then turn left (E)
along a  (possibly muddy) bridleway for 900m to reach Back Lane.  Turn left and go under the A21 after
300m, then reach the junction with Cold Arbor Road (B2042) after a further 200m.

Go onto a sandy path opposite which bears left and runs parallel to the road.  After 600m you emerge at
Riverhead Infants School on the A25 Westerham Road.  Continue past the front of the school, down some
steps and turn right onto a paved path which enters Riverhead Parkland.

After 200m, turn into the field on the right and follow its right hand edge in order to view over the fence part
of a chain of ponds.  Continue by the outlet stream and cross the path into another field opposite.  About 10m
ahead on the right is a wood sculpture of two lions forming a seat.  Return to the paved path and take the
bridge over the stream.  Fork left onto a grassy path to go past another wood sculpture resembling a dragon.
Rejoin the paved path to emerge onto Britains Lane.

Go right for 220m to the junction with Braeside Avenue, where you turn left to go downhill to Westerham
Road, then right for 450m to Sevenoaks station.

Return:  Saturday rail services

Sevenoaks* 16:00 Sevenoaks 16:16 Sevenoaks 16:21 Sevenoaks 16:24
Otford 16:07 Orpington 16:31 Orpington 16:34
Bromley S. 16:29 Petts Wood 16:34 Waterloo East 16:48 Bromley S. 16:42
Blackfriars* 17:04 Victoria 17:12 Charing Cross 16:52 Victoria 17:07
* See outbound table for all calling points.  All these trains repeat half-hourly.

Scale 1:10 000 (1cm = 100m)
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Darent Days Stage 4:  Saturdays 18th and 25th June 2016
CHlPSTEAD CLAYPITS (6.7 to 9.0* miles)

*including optional detours

Meet:  10.50am at Sevenoaks rail station (Ordnance Survey map reference TQ523554)

Access:  Saturday rail services:
Blackfriars* 09:42 Charing Cross† 10:00 Victoria 10:00
Bromley S. 10:14 Waterloo East 10:02 Bromley S. 10:26
Otford 10:37 Orpington 10:36 Orpington 10:33
Sevenoaks 10:43 Sevenoaks 10:46 Sevenoaks 10:43
* This Thameslink service calls at all stations via Catford, Bromley South and Swanley.
† Southeastern services to and from London Charing Cross will not call at London Bridge until August 2016.
Do not buy extension tickets from St Mary Cray or Swanley - it is cheaper from Boundary Zone 6.

Maps:  Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 scale Explorer Sheet 147; 1:50 000 scale Landranger 188.

Outline route:  Bradbourne Park, Wildlife Reserve Visitor Centre, then westward past lakes to Chipstead.
Darent Valley Path to Otford, Rye Lane stream and (optionally) Twitton Brook and Pluto.  Continue via rest
of Solar System model and High Street (visitor centre, charity tea shop) to Otford Station (6.7 to 9.0 miles).

Ascents:  90m         Descents:  100m.

Terrain:  Level paved paths and roads to Chipstead.  Mainly field paths with one moderate ascent thereafter.
May be muddy in places.

Early finish option:  Hourly 401 bus service to Sevenoaks from Chipstead (2.9 or 3.4 miles).

Late start option:  Walk or bus to Chipstead; thence 3.8 or 5.6 miles to Otford Station.

Detailed route description:  From the station entrance, turn right, cross the A224 and follow the Sevenoaks
branch of the Darent Valley Path (DVP).  Turn left into Hitchen Hatch Road, then left again into Bradbourne
Park Road.  Continue for 550m, then turn left into Clock House Lane.  Cross the railway and turn right into
Lambarde Road.  After 50m, enter Bradbourne Park on the left.  Continue through the park (lakes, wildfowl,
benches), crossing Betenson Avenue, to emerge on Bradbourne Vale Road (A25), where the DVP turns left.

For Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve (optional, 0.3 miles or more), leave the DVP and turn right for 200m, then
cross the A25 at a pedestrian crossing to reach the access road to the Wildlife Reserve.  Walk 350m to the
Visitor Centre (picnic tables, cafe, gift shop, toilets) and optionally explore the Reserve (73 hectares:  lakes,
ponds,  reedbed,  woodland,  birdwatching,  wildflowers,  nature trail).   From the Visitor  Centre,  go south
through the Elemental Garden (well worth dawdling a bit) to the far end and continue walking along the
lakeside path to the south-east corner of the West Lake.  Here you exit the Reserve and continue west along a
track (muddy in places) which crosses a bridge over a stream flowing from Bradbourne Lakes into the
Reserve.  Go 100m with a field on your left, then turn right on the DVP as it heads north from the A25.
(Note:  This track is not a right of way, and you may encounter a locked gate at the end.  To avoid it, turn
east to the Reserve access road and return to the A25 and the DVP.)

Alternatively, continue 350m on the DVP, which then turns right on a footpath bearing north.

The path borders the Wildlife Reserve, with the large West Lake on the right.  Soon after crossing the Darent
River, turn left on a footpath leading to Station Road.  Go under the railway to London Road, then turn left
for 70m, crossing the road just before Longford Bridge.  

Follow the south bank of the Darent, which widens into Chipstead Lake.  When you reach a paved path after
300m, go ahead between houses for 15m to reach Long Meadow.  Go left for 50m to Aisher Way, where go
right to a roundabout outside Tesco (toilets, cafe in store).  Go diagonally (SE) across the car park to reach
London Road, where you turn right (S).  After 50m, turn right into Bullfinch Lane, go 500m to Chipstead
Lane, bear right and go 750m to Chipstead High Street.

(For an early finish, return to Sevenoaks Station by hourly bus service 401.  2.9 or 3.4 miles.)

Amended Wildlife Reserve 13/06/16
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50m beyond the George and Dragon pub when the street bears left, by a red telephone box, turn right onto a
footpath (which may be muddy).  Cross two branches of the river and emerge on an access road, where turn
left  to  Chevening  Road.   Alternatively,  continue  until  the  High  Street  turns  left,  then  turn  right  onto
Chevening Road, and cross the Darent after 120m.  You reach the Bricklayers Arms after a further 70m
(TQ500563) (picnic or pub lunch stop, benches overlooking lake, 3.0 or 3.4 miles).

Follow the Chipstead branch of the DVP:  a footpath (which may be muddy) goes NNW along the bank of
the lake, turns to climb up above the N bank, then bears NE to cross a disused railway line.  (This is the line
that  used  to  go  to  Westerham,  and  is  now  buried  under  the  M25.)  Continue  downhill  to  the  M26
embankment where the footpath turns right for 200m before turning left under the motorway.  Then go up
some steps and NNE across an area of access land to the A224.

Cross the A224 to the Rose and Crown pub, then cross London Road and turn left.  After 200m turn right
into a footpath just before Donnington Manor Hotel.  After 800m, the Sevenoaks branch of the DVP joins
from the right and you cross the railway.  Continue downhill along Telston Lane, passing a pond (not visible)
on the right at 200m, just beyond the entrance to Orchard Farm (TQ515586).  From this pond flows the Rye
Lane stream.

Continue past New Barn Farm and at the end of Telston Lane, go straight on into Hale Lane, then right into
Willow Park, which winds downhill.  After 400m, opposite the second cul-de-sac on the right, the stream
emerges on the left-hand side of the road at Little Brook House.  It continues to be audible as you go down to
Rye Lane and turn left to reach Pilgrims Way.

To investigate the Twitton Brook (optional, 1.8 miles), turn left at the bottom of Rye Lane along Pilgrims
Way for 400m to the bottom of Telston Lane, where the DVP and the North Downs Way emerge.  Go left
(S) for 40m to find the pillar  for Neptune in the Otford Solar System Model.  (Leaflets about  this  are
available from the Otford Heritage Centre - see below.)

Return to Pilgrims Way, cross over and go left for 420m.  Pass Twitton Meadows on the right then, when the
road bears left, turn right up Twitton Lane, soon crossing the Twitton Brook and then passing the Rising Sun
pub.  After nearly 500m turn right on to a crossing footpath (no. 10, heading NNE).  At this point look east to
see if you can spot the Sun in the Solar System Model gleaming on top of its pillar in Otford Recreation
Ground.

After 450m turn right onto a crossing path (no 43, heading ESE).  After 200m path no 15 leads to the Pluto
column, 200m to the left (or one billion kilometres in astronomical distance in the 15 000 000 000 scale
model of our Solar System).  After another 120m on footpath 43 fork left to the bridge over the Twitton
Brook and continue first ESE then SE, looking again after about 250m for the model Sun in the east.  A
further 500m takes you back to Pilgrims Way opposite the end of Rye Lane.

The Uranus pillar in the solar system model is on the north side of the road.  Follow Pilgrims Way eastward
to cross two branches of the Darent River and enter Otford High Street.  (The Heritage Centre at no 21 on
the right is open 9:00 - 12:00 weekdays, 14:30 - 16:30 at weekends.  A little further on the left on the wall of
the Parish Hall is a mosaic timeline depicting the story of the village.) 

To see the rest of the solar system model, turn left just before the Parish Hall and go through the car park into
the recreation ground.  An information board is ahead on the far side of the field.  Exit at the east side of field
about 20m south of the Jupiter column onto Park Lane and turn right to regain the High Street.  ( Here you
can enjoy various refreshment places including a charity tea shop a little to the right across the road, open
10:00 - 16:00 weekdays, 10:00 - 17:00 Saturdays.)

Now go east to admire the village pond, which is unique in being designated a listed building.  You can find
the Saturn pillar 100m north up Leonard Road, at the entrance to the Health Centre.  Finish at Otford station,
500m east of the pond along Station Road.

Return:  Saturday rail services:
Sevenoaks 16:00
Otford 16:07 Half-hourly Thameslink service calling at all 
Bromley S. 16:29 stations via Swanley, Bromley South and Catford.
Blackfriars 17:04
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Darent Day 4:  CHlPSTEAD CLAYPITS Scale 1:20 000 (5cm to 1km)

Scale 1:10 000 (1cm = 100m)
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Darent Days Stage 5: Saturdays 2nd and 9th July 2016
EASTERN EXTENT (9.8 miles circular)

Meet:  10.45am at Otford station (Ordnance Survey map reference TQ532594).

Access:  Saturday rail services:
Blackfriars* 09:42 Victoria 09:52
Bromley S. 10:14 Bromley S. 10:09
Swanley 10:26 Swanley 10:20
Otford 10:37 Otford 10:28
* This Thameslink service calls at all stations via Catford, Bromley South and Swanley.

Maps:  Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 scale Explorer Sheet 147; 1:50 000 scale Landranger 188.

Outline route:  Easterly though Kemsing and Heaverham to Lower St. Clere lake (the easternmost 
source) - Honeypot stream - Chequers Inn (lunch stop) - Kemsing station - Greatness Quarry- 
Otford (opportunity to visit Heritage Centre/tea shop) - station (9.8 miles).

Terrain:  Footpaths and road walking, some without pavements.  No hills, but potentially wet and
muddy in parts.

Early Finish option:  At Kemsing station after 4.4 miles.

Late start option:  From Kemsing station to end (5.4 miles).

Detailed route description:  From the southbound platform of the station go up the ramp or steps,
take a footpath for 180m to the road, cross it, and go right for a few metres before turning left along
the path.

(Alternatively, from the station entrance go half left across the car park to the exit, then left (S)
along  a  metalled  footpath  for  200m.   Turn  left,  cross  the  rail  tracks,  and after  60m cross  a
residential road.)

After 700m continue eastwards along Dynes Road and West End for 1500m to reach the centre of
Kemsing, with St Edith’s Well (right) and public conveniences (left).  Continue eastwards along
Heaverham Road.  (Take care - no pavement.)  After 1200m, at 60m short of the end of Cotmans
Ash Lane (left), fork right along a footpath for 500m, then fork left  to the picturesque village of
Heaverham.  (Alternatively, continue on the road to Heaverham.) 

Bear right down Watery Lane to the Chequers Inn and just after, turn left on a footpath heading
east.  After 500m cross a stream on your right and bear left along the field edge.  70m further on,
cross a footbridge over the Honeypot Stream, then the footpath meets a track leading to Lower St
Clere (left).  A few metres along this track, a grassy (muddy) track forks right under trees to a white
stone folly, The Octagon, beside the lake at TQ578/587.  This is the source of the Honeypot Stream.

Follow the footpath back to the Chequers Inn (picnic or pub lunch stop).

Head south down Watery Lane  (no pavement), with a small stream soon alongside.  After going
under  the M26 and railway bridges,  turn right  at  Honeypot  Lane.   At this  point  the Honeypot
Stream flows past a water treatment  works,  then parallel  to Honeypot  Lane.   Continue west to
Kemsing station (early finish option, 4.4 miles).

Nearly 500m further along the lane, turn right over a stile, and carefully cross the railway lines.
Then go over another stile onto a footpath, and turn left alongside the railway for 120m.  Fork right
(NW) through Cockneys Wood and exit via the kissing gate (not the stile) to follow the path to the
M26.  Turn left alongside the M26 to a kissing gate, turn left again for few yards, then right up
some steps to St Edith’s Road.  Turn right, cross over the motorway, and continue 400m to Park 
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Lane, where you turn left (SW) and follow down to the end.  Go through a kissing gate and follow
the track to cross the M26 by a bridge.

Continue a further 250m along the footpath, going over a stile and through a kissing gate, to reach
the Honeypot Stream.  Do not cross footbridge over the stream, but turn right (W) to follow a path
beside the stream for 250m.  Then turn left (S), by a metal gate, to cross the stream, and go through
a kissing gate.  Fork left (south), and after 130m go over a stile, carefully cross the railway lines,
climb  up  16  steps and  go  over  another  stile,  then  continue  SW  for  nearly  300m  to  a  road
(Childsbridge Lane).  Turn left along the road for 170m, cross it and turn right via Copse Bank, then
walk along a footpath SW for 900m to the A25.

Turn right for 500m to a mill pond.  Turn right down Mill Lane, passing the former silk mill (left)
now a housing development.  After 300m, where Mill Lane turns left, follow the footpath by the
entrance to 4th Sevenoaks Scout H.Q.  At the end turn left ahead up Farm Lane.  Where Farm Lane
joins Watercress Drive, there is a formidable steel fence.

Go through the steel wicket gate, indicated by the cast iron finger post, and turn right.  You are now
following a footpath through a working quarry.  The owners have clearly marked the path with
nameplated archways.  At several points the path is crossed by quarry trackways - look out for
moving quarry vehicles before crossing.  Continue to follow the footpath signs northwards, with
large flooded quarry workings on both sides (hidden behind the spoil heaps).  After nearly 1000m
cross the railway by a  footbridge.   Cross the Honeypot  Stream and continue N for 130m to a
hedgerow and ditch, where turn left and follow them for 200m to cross another ditch (this is a very
boggy area).  Head NW for 350m to a bridge over the M26.  Turn left (W) along a track under a rail
bridge to converted oast houses.  Continue NNW along a footpath to a residential road.  Where the
road bears left after 250m, continue NNW along a footpath for 250m to the churchyard.

(To visit the village centre turn left past the Church and bear right to the roundabout and duck
pond.  A charity teashop and  Heritage Centre are further along the High Street on the left.)

Otherwise turn right (E) along a footpath for 400m to the northbound platform of Oxted station.

Return:  Saturday rail services:
Otford* 16:07
Bickley 16:27
Bromley S. 16:29 Bromley S. 16:39
Blackfriars 17:04 Victoria 16:51
*Half-hourly Thameslink service calling at all stations via Swanley, Bromley South and Catford.
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Darent Day 5:  EASTERN EXTENT Scale 1:20 000 (5cm to 1km)


