The Hastings Line Stage 1:
Charing Cross to Hither Green (8.5 or 9.1* miles)
Saturdays 6 and 13 May 2017.
* Including optional diversion.
Meet: 10.30am at the SE corner of Trafalgar Square, junction of Strand and
Northumberland Avenue (under colonnade if wet, GR TQ301804, (A) on map).
Toilets at Charing Cross rail station 50p, north side of Trafalgar Square 20p.
Maps: London street atlas; London Cycle Guides 1, 7 and 11 (free);
OS 1:25 000 Explorer Sheets 173 and 161.
Outline route: Charing Cross - Waterloo East station (0.9 mile) - London
Bridge station (2.2 miles) - Thames Path - Southwark Park (lunch stop; toilets;
4.0 miles) - Surrey Quays overground station (4.4 miles) - New Cross station
(6.6* miles) - St Johns station (7.3* miles) - Lewisham station (7.9* miles) Hither Green station 9.1* miles).
Late start/early finish options: Leave or join at Surrey Quays station
(GR TQ357790) after 4.4 miles; thence 4.1 or 4.7* miles to Hither Green.
Terrain: Mainly level paved paths.
Detailed route description:
From the junction with Northumberland Avenue, using pedestrian lights, cross
the Strand towards Nelson's column then cross left to the island with the statue
of King Charles I on horseback. Behind the statue is a plaque in the pavement
marking the point at which the original Charing Cross stood, from which
distances to the centre of London are measured.
Return along the Strand to Charing Cross station forecourt, on which stands a
replica cross, and enter the concourse. Bear left to reach the walkway above and
alongside Villiers Street to one of the two Golden Jubilee footbridges over the
Thames. On reaching the South Bank continue beside the railway past the South
Bank Centre, down 22 steps, across Belvedere Road, down 26 more steps and
along Concert Hall Approach. Fork right under the railway along Sutton Walk,
and cross York Road to Mepham Street. Follow the bus route, which goes left
under the railway, to Waterloo Road, A301. Cross by the zebra crossing, then
cross the A301 by the pedestrian lights under the railway and go ahead into
Alaska Street. Cross Cornwall Road, with the rail bridge and tubular pedestrian
bridge leading to Waterloo East station immediately to the right.
Continue along Brad Street, with the station above and alongside. Turn left
along Windmill Walk, then right along Roupell Street. Cross Hatfields to
Meymott Street, slightly to the left. Turn left along Colombo Street to the 'Rose
and Crown' pub and take the passage way to its right through Christ Church
Garden, turning right to reach Blackfriars Road, A201. Cross Stamford Street,
A3200, and then Upper Ground. Descend steps beside 'Doggett’s Cap and
Badge', and turn right to join the Thames Path under Blackfriars road and rail
bridges.
Continue along the Thames Path, passing Tate Modern, the Globe Theatre and
the ‘Golden Hinde’ replica ship. Keep to the left past Southwark Cathedral, then
go under the approach to London Bridge into Tooley Street. London Bridge
station (under renovation) is ahead to the right, but turn left after 150m at St
Olaf's Stairs to regain the riverside path.
Follow The Queen’s Walk to Tower Bridge, then fork left alongside the river
and after 900m cross St Saviour’s Dock by a footbridge. Continue 500m along
the Thames Path via Bermondsey Wall West, East Lane, Chambers Street, Loftie
Street, Bermondsey Wall East (around the green hoardings of the Tideway
construction site) and Fountain Square, to the riverside path again. Continue to
Fulford Street, with King’s Stairs Gardens just ahead.
Follow signs to Southwark Park - turn right (south) across the Gardens, cross
Jamaica Road, A200, to the right of the roundabout, and enter Southwark Park
(B). Head south through the park, keeping near its east boundary. Pass the
bandstand (possible picnic site if raining) to the café (toilets inside; picnic seats
nearby; 4.0 miles).
Fork right to go between the art gallery and the lake, then turn left (east) and
bear right to reach the park exit to the left of the athletics track. Bear right
along Lower Road, A200, then cross the end of Hawkstone Road and
Rotherhithe Old Road to reach Surrey Quays station (B)
(East London Overground Line; early finish, 4.4 miles).

To go via Greenland Dock, from the Lower Road (eastern) exit
of Surrey Quays Station, turn right (south-east) to the traffic lights
and cross to the right-hand side of Redriffe Road, B205. Pass the
Dockers' Shelter, cross Worgan Street, then go right, up and down
stairs, to Greenland Dock. (Information board diagonally left;
waterfowl.) Follow Greenland Quay around the right-hand side of the
dock, then turn right just before the slipway, to reach Plough Way. Turn
right, cross over Plough Way and Yeoman Street, then take a path on the
left between flats. Bear right, then left to Chilton Grove. Go across,
slightly right, into Croft Street, which turns right to reach Evelyn Street.
Use the pedestrian crossing to MacDonalds (toilets upstairs, use left side
entrance). Go left (SE) for 150m and turn right along Alloa Road Take
the first left into Hicks Street and at the end, enter Deptford Park. Follow
its right-hand boundary to the south west corner exit near the railway.
Cross over Grinstead Road using the island and go right to the junction
with Trundleys Road.
Alternatively (saving 0.6 miles): From the western exit of Surrey Quays
station, turn left (S) along Rotherhithe Old Road. At its end turn left
along Rotherhithe New Road, A2208, then right (S) along Bush Road,
B207. Bear left into Trundleys Road, B207, keep left at the junction with
Sandford Street and continue to the junction with Grinstead Road.
Go under the railway bridge and fork left immediately into Folkestone
Gardens. Exit to the corner of Rolt Street with Trundleys Road, go under
the rail bridge, and continue S along a broad footway, Woodpecker Road
(C). At its end cross Sandford Street into Fordham Park.
Bear left (E) just after August Street, pass to the right of the Moonshot
building, and bear left to cross Pagnell Street. Take the subway under the
railway and turn right up Amersham Vale to pass New Cross station
(6.6* miles).
On reaching the New Cross Road, A2, go right (West) to cross over at
lights, then go left 125m to Alpha Road. Go right, bearing left beside the
railway, to Florence Road, then go left for 70m and turn right along Heald
Street. At the end, turn right along Tanner’s Hill past flats, then
allotments, and over the railway. Here turn left into Thornville Street,
cross Lucas Street and continue beside Railway Meadows Wildlife
Reserve. Opposite Oscar Street, turn right into Friendly Gardens and go
south to exit on Friendly Street. Cross over into Ashmead Road and go
160m to St John's Vale. Turn left to pass St Johns station (7.3* miles).
Continue downhill across Albyn Road to Brookmill Road, A2210 (D).
Cross with care and go slightly left to enter Brookmill Park (formerly
Ravensbourne Park). Turn left, then right to come to the River
Ravensbourne, with the Docklands Light Railway on the far bank.
Follow the left bank upstream to Elverson Road DLR station and cross
over river and DLR to Conington Road. Go right (SSE) and continue
straight ahead under the Silk Works building and along Silk Mills Path
into Tesco’s car park. Bear right, cross an access road, and continue to
the right of Tesco with the Ravensbourne on your right, and the towers of
Lewisham Gateway (under construction) ahead.
The entrance to Lewisham Station (7.9* miles) can be reached by going
under the railway arches and 200m right along Station Road. To
continue the walk, turn left before the arches to reach Lewisham Hill,
A2211. Cross it by the pedestrian crossing immediately to the left. Turn
right under the rail bridge, with the River Quaggy and Lewisham High
Street, A20, alongside on the right.
After passing St Stephen's Church, turn left up St Stephen's Grove, right
along Lockmead Road, then right down Belmont Hill, B220, to the A20.
Cross both streets at the traffic lights and turn left along the A20, now
Lee High Road. Turn right up Clarendon Road, and after crossing the
Quaggy, fork left along Gilmore Road. Continue SSE along Eastdown
Park. Opposite the end of Dermody Road (right), turn left over the
Quaggy, then right into Manor Park (cafe, toilets).
Go south by the river to the end of the park and cross the footbridge into
Longhurst Road. Turn left, then right into Staplehurst Road to reach
Hither Green station (E) (8.5 or 9.1* miles).
(Note the Greenwich Meridian marker on the roof of the tunnel.)

