The Hastings Line Stage 2:
Hither Green to Chelsfield (10.2 miles)
Saturdays 20 and 27 May 2017
Meet: 10:30am at Hither Green station western exit
(Springbank Road, GR TQ390745 (A) on map).
Maps: Greater London street atlas; London Cycle Guides 11
and 13 (free); OS 1:25 000 Explorer Sheets 162 and 147.
Outline route: Hither Green station - Grove Park station (2.2
miles) - Elmstead Woods and station (4.2 miles) - Chislehurst
caves (lunch / pub stop, 5.2 miles) - Chislehurst station (5.4
miles) - Hawkwood (NT) - Petts Wood (NT) - Petts Wood
station (7.2 miles) - Orpington station (8.6 miles) - Chelsfield
station (10.2 miles).
Late start/early finish option: Leave or join at Chislehurst
station (GR TQ432694) after 5.4 miles; thence 4.8 miles to
Chelsfield.
Terrain: Mostly level paved paths but a couple of steep
inclines.
Detailed route description:
From the pedestrian tunnel under Hither Green station
(Greenwich Meridian Line in pedestrian tunnel) ((A) on
map), take the western exit into Springbank Road. At its end,
bear left into Hither Green Lane. Cross the South Circular
Road, A205, to Verdant Lane.
Take the first entrance into Hither Green
Cemetery, left. After passing between two
chapels turn right along a path parallel to
Verdant Lane to Lewisham Crematorium,
take its access road back to Verdant Lane and
turn left.
Continue along Verdant Lane and turn left
along Reigate Road, joining the Green Chain
Walk for 400m, then left along Downham
Way to its end. Cross Baring Road, A2212,
turn left past Grove Park station (2.2
miles), and right into Chinbrook Road, B226.
Turn right along Amblecote Road re-joining the
Green Chain Walk to enter Chinbrook Meadows ((B)
on map) (Tutu Peace Garden, toilets and park café).
Take the path to the east of the Peace Garden, passing a
restored section of the River Quaggy, and follow it to the rail
embankment. Here turn left, keeping the railway on the right.
After 200m fork right onto a small footpath following the
Green Chain waymarkers alongside the rail embankment
which eventually becomes a railway cutting as the path
climbs. Turn left on entering Elmstead Wood with the Grove
Park cemetery on the left. After 100m turn right and follow
the Green Chain waymarkers E to Elmstead Lane (Wooden
tree sculptures in woods).
Turn right, and after passing the approach road to Elmstead
Woods station (4.2 miles, (C) on map)) go under the railway
line and immediately turn left through a tunnel up Southill
Road. Turn right down Yester Road, then left along Lubbock
Road. Fork right along Lower Camden, parallel to the rail
embankment, to reach the foot of Old Hill, B264. (Lunch stop
at the Chislehurst Caves or pub; toilets; café; 5.2 miles).

Continue parallel to the rail embankment, right, along
Station Approach to Chislehurst station ((D) on map;
early finish 5.4 miles).
From the station exit, continue SE along Station Approach
to the footbridge over Summer Hill, A222, and descend into
Gosshill Road.
After 450m turn left along a footpath to the Kyd Brook.
Turn right before the river into Hawkwood (NT) to follow its
left bank upstream for 500m. Turn right along a track
leading to the railway, then turn left along the footpath
parallel to the railway, bearing right at the fork. Ignore the
footbridge over the railway and continue along the footpath
into Petts Wood (NT).
After nearly 800m turn right to leave the wood
by a tunnel under the railway.
Cross
Hazelmere Road and turn left for a few metres
before turning right into Towncourt Crescent.
At its end bear left into Woodland Way.
To see both sides of the town, turn right into
Petts Wood Road and cross the railway over the
footbridge. Turn left into Queensway to reach
Petts Wood station ((E) on map, 7.2 miles).
Re-cross the railway by the station footbridge and continue
anti-clockwise round Station Square to Fairway, where turn
right. Cross Tudor Way to St John’s Road, then turn right
along Beaumont Road.
At its end turn left into Crofton Lane, then almost
immediately right along the footpath beside the railway to
Orpington station ((F) on map, 8.6 miles) (Orpington
Roman Villa, toilets in station). Continue past the station to
Station Road, A232, and turn left under the rail bridge.
Turn right along Tower Road. Cross
Sevenoaks Road, A223, to the long climb up
Repton Road. Turn right along Stirling Drive.
At its end turn right along The Highway.
Turn right on reaching Warren Road. After
crossing over the railway turn left down
Station Approach to Chelsfield station ((G)
on map, 10.2 miles).
Links: For further information
Travel - http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
Green Chain Walk - http://www.greenchain.com/
Hastings Line 2017
- https://ralphpalfreywalks.wordpress.com/

