
The Hastings Line Stage 7:  
Saturdays 29 July and 5 August 2017
Stonegate to Robertsbridge (7.2 miles)
Meet: Stonegate  station  (GR TQ659271)  on  arrival  of  the
down  train  due  at  11.26am  (dep. Charing  Cross  10.15,
Waterloo East 10.18, London Bridge 10.23, Orpington 10.40,
Sevenoaks  10.49,  Tonbridge  10.58).   (The  station  has  no
facilities at weekends, so use the toilet on the train.  Bring
any food needed before Etchingham.)

Maps:  OS 1:25 000 Explorer Sheet 136; OS 1:50 000 
Landranger 199; East Sussex street atlas.

Outline route: Stonegate station - Etchingham station 
(possible late lunch stop; 4.7 miles) - Robertsbridge station 
(7.2 miles). 

Late start/early finish option:  Leave or join at Etchingham 
station after 4.7 miles; thence 2.5 miles to Robertsbridge.

Ascents:   180m         Descents:  190m. 

Terrain:  Mixed,  some  flat  valley  walking  but  very
undulating  with  some  quite  steep  hills.  There  are  several
stiles,  including  one  difficult,  and  footbridges,  as  well  as
about a kilometre along a main road with very fast cars.

Detailed route description:
From  Stonegate  station ((A) on  map)  take  the  concrete
surfaced  track  uphill  to  Hammerden.   Follow  the  track,
turning right at the house ahead to go past the end of the pond
to your right.  Then turn left, passing a pair of houses on the
right and a smaller pond on the left.  Turn right to head south,
through  a  gate  and  downhill,  beside  a  hedge  to  the  left.
Coming to two gates  ahead,   go through the left-hand one
(waymarked) and follow a line of trees to the right.  Continue
into a wood via two bridle gates where you cross a stream.
The path meanders uphill past a sign saying ‘Bobby’s Wood’,
then bears  right  alongside  a  fence  on  the  left  to  reach  the
railway track.

For the bridle path route (see map on crossing gate post; this
route may be cropped over), cross the tracks and go ahead
south 150m towards the Rother valley, past the garden of a
house and  a pond,  hidden in  trees.   Where the  track  turns
right, head SE across the field to a finger post at the right-
hand end of a line of trees.  From there, continue 150m SE to
a wooden bridge.   Cross  over a  minor stream and go to a
clump of trees ahead with a waymarker.  Pass to the right of
the trees and head slightly north of east going parallel to the
line of trees on the right indicating the course of the River
Rother.   The  tops  of  some  oast  houses  are  intermittently
visible in the distance.  

When you meet a hedge running north-south, follow it N for
40m and turn right through a metal gate. Continue east toward
the oast houses, with a wire fence on the left, which joins a
wavy hedge.  Just before the next field boundary, with a stile
on the left, turn right (S) for 40m to find a footbridge over the
Rother.

For an alternative route, turn away from the
railway  tracks,  go  through  wooden  gates,
then continue east along a path with the rail
embankment  on  your  right.   Descend
gradually to  cross  a  stream, then go  uphill
slightly N of E to a large oak at the edge of a
wood.  Follow the path through the wood for
500m, going uphill, then descending to cross
a  small  valley  and  climb  back  out  of  the
wood.  Where a path leads off to the left, go
ahead over a stile and along the top of a field
to its NE corner, where go through a gate.  



Turn right, just E of S, with the hedge on the right, and go downhill for 200m to the railway.  After crossing the tracks, go left for
20m, then turn S, with a hedge on the left, for 400m.  About 20m from the bottom of the field, go through a gap in the hedge and
continue with the hedge on your right to a stile taking you onto the bridle path.  40m ahead is the bridge over the Rother.

After crossing the Rother, turn slightly right, south east, up a hill towards a gate (no footpath to be seen here either) and continue
uphill to Acorn Farm and into the farmyard. The big gate is electric, so head for the small gate ahead out onto a road.  Turn right, and
after 110m turn left through a small metal gate to a footpath heading south east.  Cross a stream and a stile, and continue uphill
through some trees, then up steep grassland with Park Wood to the left.

On reaching the  A265,  turn  left  (NE)  for  nearly a  kilometre  before  turning left  along the  drive  to  Old Court  House.   Almost
immediately, fork right along a footpath which soon descends north-east towards the Rother valley, crossing a number of stiles.  Cross
a tributary near the border of Forge Wood and cross a meadow to Forge House.  Here turn right to follow the railway east ( (B) on
map).  You may have to detour to go around a reed bed.  On reaching a road turn right along it for 220m.  Where it bends right, take
the footpath to the left, with a pond and the church to the right, to reach the A265.

Turn left, then left again up the approach road to Etchingham station ((C) on map, early finish 4.7 miles).  (Possible late lunch stop.
There are some seats in a children’s playground and a café at the station that does brunch, closing at 2pm.)

From the station,  follow its approach road to the A265
and turn right.   Just  before reaching Etchingham Shop
and Deli  after 130m, turn left  along a footpath.   After
40m fork left (east),  soon heading uphill,  bearing right
and crossing a metalled track leading to Lundsford Farm.

Pass  a  reedy pond on  the  left,  with  trees  to  the  right.
Then bear right to face S, with the stream alongside on
the left for the next 500m.  Where the stream bears SSE,
fork  slightly  right  (south)  up  a  grassy  hill  leading  to
Gigmore Wood.  Continue uphill through the wood, and
then alongside it, to a cottage and Squibs Farm. 

Bear  right,  pass  a  pond  on  the  right,  then  go  straight
ahead at the junction of tracks, through a gate, to bear
SSE down the spur of a hill, towards a tributary valley of
the  Rother.  Cross  the  valley  and  two  streams,  before
bearing  right,  up,  across  and  down  another  spur.  The
valley bottom is very steep with a small  stream at  the
bottom. Take this path carefully. 

Then go  up and over another  spur  past  Bugsell  Farm,
crossing a concrete track and ignoring paths to the right,
until you descend to a footpath at the bottom. Turn left
for 200m alongside a stream, then, just before the railway
line, turn right across the stream.  Follow the railway on
your  left  across  fields  and  then  behind  houses  until  it
reaches the road. Turn left, east, to reach Robertsbridge
station (7.2 miles). 

(Just beyond the level crossing is a friendly pub with a
tropical garden.   A visit to the attractive old centre of
Robertsbridge can also be recommended.) 

Saturday rail service from Robertsbridge:
Robertsbridge 16.14 17.14 17.44 18.14 18.44
Sevenoaks 16.59 17.59 18.29 18.59 19.29
Orpington 17.09 18.09 18.37 19.09 19.37
London Bridge 17.26 18.25 18.56 19.25 19.56
Waterloo East 17.31 18.30 19.01 19.30 20.01
Charing Cross 17.35 18.35 19.05 19.35 20.05


