The Hastings Line Stage 9:
Saturdays 26 August and 2 September 2017
Battle to Hastings (9.2 or 8.4* miles)
*via seafront

Meet: Battle station (GR TQ755156) on
arrival of the down train due at 11:42 am.
Note: Charing Cross, Waterloo East and
London Bridge are closed these dates.
On 26 August dep Victoria 10:01,
Bromley South 10:27, Orpington 10:35,
Sevenoaks 10:44, change Tonbridge dep 10:59.
On 2 September dep Cannon Street 10:20, Orpington 10:40, Sevenoaks 10:50, Tonbridge 11:00.
Maps: OS 1:25 000 Explorer Sheet 124; OS
1:50 000 Landranger 199; East Sussex street atlas.
Outline route: Battle station - Crowhurst station (2.0
miles) - Wishing Tree Lagoon (picnic lunch stop 5.1
miles) - West St Leonards station (6.3 miles) - St Leonards
Warrior Square station (7.6 miles) - Hastings station
(8.9 miles) - Hastings seafront (9.2 miles).
Note: There are no toilets or refreshment facilities
between Battle station and central Hastings.
Short cut: West St Leonards station to Hastings via seafront,
avoiding steep hills (2.1 miles, saving 0.8 mile).
Late start option: Start at Crowhurst station, thence 7.2 or 6.4
miles to Hastings seafront.
Ascents: 340m
Descents: 390m.
Terrain: Undulating, mainly quiet roads and field paths with some stiles.
After West St Leonards, urban with steep hills.
Detailed route description:
From Battle station ((A) on map) turn left (SW) along its approach road to the
A2100, then turn left and uphill, over the railway. After 200m turn right along a
track heading S, which becomes an enclosed footpath for 200m, then climbs to
enter a small wood at the top of the hill. Then go SE downhill across a field,
slightly to the right of power lines, and enter another wood at a corner via a stile.
Cross a stream then head steeply uphill via two more stiles to Telham Lane.
Cross the road and go over a stile to continue SSE by footpath for 200m to the
next road where bear right (S) down it for one kilometre. On reaching a road sign
pointing ahead and left to the station, turn immediately left (S) down a paved
path leading to Crowhurst station ((B) on map, 2.0 miles).
Head S down Station Road to Crowhurst village and bear left at the road junction.
After 100m turn left (SE) along the 1066 Country Walk Bexhill Link. Immediately
after crossing a stream turn right to follow its left bank south for 150m, then bear left
alongside a hedge for 200m to a stile. Turn right along a track for 80m to Crowhurst
Road and turn left.
Follow the road for 1 mile, taking care of traffic on bends, and go under the A2069
viaduct to reach Upper Wilton Farm. Here bear right onto a footpath signed to
Hastings, which returns to the road where it crosses the railway. Turn right (SSE)
down a footpath alongside the railway cutting. This is the eastern edge of Coombe
Valley Countryside Park. After 400m follow the edge of Redgeland Wood S away
from the railway before bearing left (SE).
At waymarker post 22 turn left over a stream along a grassy track leading back to the
railway at waymarker post 18. Go over the level crossing (2 stiles), and follow a
footpath forking left downhill for 200m to Wishing Tree Lagoon (picnic lunch stop).

Retrace the path back to post 18 ((C) on map) where turn left to
follow the railway SE to cross the B2092, then curve S to Filsham
Road. Cross to St Vincent's Road and follow it to West St Leonards
station (left, (D) on map 6.3 miles).
The following section has steep hills - see below for level short cut:
From West St Leonards station booking hall turn left, then left again
over the railway footbridge. Turn right for a few metres towards Bo
Peep Junction, then turn left (N) up a footpath, across Collinswood
Drive to a further footpath continuing uphill, soon bearing right (NE).
Cross Collinstone Road and continue NNE for 300m before forking
right (E) to the corner of Albany Road. Follow it ENE for 100m to
The Independant Church on the right (garden, benches). Continue
ahead and cross Upper Maze Hill to Dane Road, which bears left (SE)
and downhill to London Road, A2102. Cross it and turn left (N) and
uphill. Fork right along Station Approach over the railway and bear
left and downhill to St Leonards Warrior Square station (7.6 miles).
Turn left at the far corner of the community centre up a footpath
to Hatherley Road. Cross half right to Southwater Road, heading
N and uphill. Bear right up De Cham Road to Chapel Park Road,
turn left and continue uphill and N to Bohemia Road, A21. Cross
at the pedestrian crossing to St Paul’s Road.
At its end turn right along Horntye Road, then down Briscoe’s
Walk, a metalled footpath heading ESE. At Summerfields
woodland, fork right down an unsurfaced footpath heading SE
down to a pond and up to rejoin the metalled footpath, which
soon crosses the railway over the mouth of its tunnel.
On reaching a road, Redmayne Drive, turn left (E) to Cornwallis
Terrace, then continue E to Station Approach and Hastings
station (left, (E) on map, 8.9 miles).
Turn right down Havelock Road and Harold Place to the A259
promenade, thence by subway to the beach and the seafront ((F)
on map, 9.2 miles).
Short cut from West St Leonards station: Continue south along
St Vincent's Road and at the end turn right into West Hill Road.
Take the first left, Keats Close. At its end cross the A259 using
the pededstrian crossing. Continue to the sea front, where turn
left along the cycle way next to the beach. Follow this for 1 mile
to the pier, then continue for a further 500m to the subway from
Harold Place ((F) on map, 8.4 miles).
Optional celebratory meal: 5 pm at a nearby restaurant (500m).
A visit to the Old Town with its many attractions is
also recommended.
Saturday rail service: (with engineering work)
On 26 August, dep Hastings 16:50, 17:09, 17:39,
18:09, 18:50, 19:50, 20:09 or 20:50. Change at
Tonbridge for trains to Victoria calling at
Sevenoaks, Orpington and Bromley South.
On 2 September, dep Hastings 16:50, 17:20,
17:50, 18:20, 18:50, 19:50, 20:50 or 21:50 for
trains to Cannon Street calling at Tonbridge,
Sevenoaks, Orpington.
Bus services
Nos 98/99: From West St Leonards, A259 to
Hastings seafront and station. Mon-Sat daytime,
5 per hour.
No 20: From Old Town (the Stade) via seafront
and Havelock Road to Hastings station and
beyond. Departs daily every 15 minutes up to
19:10, then 20:00, 21:00.

