
The Hastings Line Stage 3:
Chelsfield to Sevenoaks (9.3 miles)
Saturdays 3 and 10 June 2017
Meet: 10:30am at Chelsfield station, exit from Platform 2 (GR TQ469641.

Maps:  London Cycle Guide 13 (Stage 3A only, free); OS 1:25 000 Explorer
Sheet 147; OS 1:50 000 Landranger 177 and 178; West Kent street atlas.

Outline route: Chelsfield station - Chelsfield Church - Knockholt station (1.7
miles) - Knockholt Road  - Knockholt Pound (lunch stop, 3.9 miles) - North
Downs  Way  -  Dunton  Green  station  (6.8  miles)  -  Darent  Valley  Path  -
Sevenoaks station (9.3 miles).

Late start/early finish option:  Leave or join at Knockholt Pound after 3.9
miles or at Dunton Green station after 6.8 miles; thence 5.4 or 2.5 miles to
Sevenoaks.  See R5/R10 bus times on travel information page.

Ascents:  160m         Descents:  170m

Terrain:  Mainly field paths with some road sections.  Excellent views as we
ascend and descend over the North Downs

Detailed route description:
From Chelsfield station ((A) on map) down platform take the footpath north
to Warren Road and cross it to The Highway, half right. Turn right (E) through
a car park and along a footpath running parallel to Warren Road. Where the
path divides after 400m, take the left fork to a panoramic view north from an
indicator table on a stone obelisk 124m / 400ft above sea level. 

Fork right to the path alongside Warren Road and continue east along it for
150m before taking the exit, by a litter bin and bench, to Warren Road. Cross
it and follow a footpath heading ESE to Chelsfield Church. Turn right in its
churchyard to pass to the right of the church, and then take its driveway to
Church Road. Turn right to the Brass Crosby blue plaque, cross the road to a
footpath leading to Court Road, A224, and turn right.  300m after passing the
entrance to Chelsfield Lakes Golf Course, fork right along a footpath, cross
the bridge over  the  A21,  and continue south over  the  rail  bridge to  reach
London Road, with Knockholt station (1.7 miles) on the right.

Cross London Road and turn left for 80m before turning right up a footpath
across  Broke  Hill  Golf  Course  which  heads  south,  then  bears  east  to  a
waymarker post.  Turn right again to reach a track heading south to the left of
the car park and club house. Continue, passing the golf range on the other side
of a hedge on your right, and head slightly W of S across the golf course to
Halstead Church and Church Lane, where turn left.

Continue past the Lodge to Halstead Place, which has a blue plaque to Anna
Atkins,  a  photographic  pioneer.   After  220m  fork  right  (south)  along  a
footpath.  Cross over a stile and bear left, following the path along a field
edge, ending at Southdene, where turn left to Knockholt Road. 

Turn right and head SSE along Knockholt Road/Halstead Road (R5 and R10
bus routes) (take care on bends, no pavement), to Knockholt Pound.  Then
continue along Main Road on pavement to the green at TQ482596, with “The
Three Horseshoes” opposite.  (Lunch stop; three benches on green, pub has a
large garden; early finish 3.9 miles.)



Head SE up Chevening Lane ((B) on map) until you come to
the North Downs Way at the crest of the hill (TQ485591), more
than 215m/700ft above sea level.  There turn left and follow the
NDW east through Lees Wood.

When you exit Lees Wood, turn right and follow the path ESE
downhill with a wood on your left.  At the end of the field bear
right and head SSW through woods.  (On leaving the woods
there is a very nice vista looking south.)  The NDW continues,
following the  twists  and turns  as  it  descends steeply,  with  a
wood on your left, and a view SW across to Chevening.  At the
end of the wood at TQ494585 pass through a kissing gate, and
continue  steeply  downhill,  following  the  NDW  SSE,  as  it
gradually levels out.  Pass through chain-gate-stile and turn left,
then  right  along  the  edge  of  a  field,  to  reach  the  B2211,
Chevening Road, east of Turvin’s Farm at TQ497579.

Turn  left  and  head  ENE  along  the  road.   On  reaching  a
roundabout,  turn  right  and  continue  downhill  along  Morants
Court Road, A224.  Cross over the M25 and pass “The Rose &
Crown” at TQ507578.  Continue along London Road and cross
the M26.  Just before reaching the “The Duke’s Head” pub and
a school  on your  left,  turn  left  (NE)  along a  footpath.  After
300m a metalled footpath leads right to a tunnel under the rail
embankment and up steps to  Dunton Green station ((C)  on
map; early finish  6.8 miles).

For  a  late  start  from  Dunton  Green  station descend  steps
beside the up platform, go through the tunnel, take the metalled
path to its end, and turn right (GR TQ513576).

Continue NE along the unmetalled footpath for 250m to meet
the waymarked Darent Valley Path, and turn right under the rail
embankment.  Head eastwards to Rye Lane, cross a stile, and
turn right. After 500m fork left (S) along a footpath for 1km to
Bradbourne Vale Road, A25, and turn left. 

Cross the road with care and after 300m enter Bradbourne Park
on your right.  Continue through the park, crosssing Betenson
Avenue. Turn right along Lambarde Road for 70m, then left up

Clock  House  Lane.  Turn  right  down
Bradbourne Park Road, then right  along
Hitchen Hatch Lane before  crossing the
A224  to  reach  Sevenoaks  station
((D) on map; 9.3 miles).

Saturday rail services from Sevenoaks:
 - see travel information page

Saturday bus services
Stagecoach R5, R10 to/from Knockholt Pound
Service R5 R5 R5
Orpington Bus Station (Stop E) 1048 1318 1549
Halstead, opp The Cock 1116 1347 1616
Knockholt Pound, 3 Horseshoes 1120 1351 1620
Orpington Station (Stop G) 1153 1424 1652

Service R10 R10 R10
Orpington Bus Station (Stop E) 0934 1203 1433
Knockholt Pound, Pound La. 1008 1238 1508
Halstead, adj The Cock 1013 1243 1513
Orpington Station (Stop G) 1037 1308 1537


