
The Hastings Line Stage 5: 
Saturdays 1 and 8 July 2017
Tonbridge to Frant (8.7 miles)
Amended 05/07/2017

Meet: Tonbridge station (GR TQ587460) on arrival of the 

down train due at 10:58am (dep Charing Cross 10:15, 

Waterloo East 10:18, London Bridge 10:23, Orpington 

10:40, Sevenoaks 10:49; connection from Bromley South at 

10:23 to Orpington)

Maps:  OS  1:25 000  Explorer  Sheet  136;  OS  1:50 000

Landranger 188; West Kent street atlas.

Outline route: Tonbridge station - High Brooms station (3.7

miles) - Grosvenor and Hilbert Park (lunch stop; toilets; 4.5

miles) - Tunbridge Wells station (5.6 miles) - Frant station

(8.7 miles).

Late  start/early  finish  option:  Leave  or  join  at  High

Brooms station after 3.7 miles or at Tunbridge Wells station

after 5.6 miles; thence 5.0 or 3.1 miles to Frant.

Ascents:   285m         Descents:  205m. 

Terrain:  Undulating, mainly footpaths and quiet roads.

Detailed route description:

From  Tonbridge station (free toilet) upstairs  exit  ((A) on

map),  turn  right  along  the  B2260  for  200m  to  the

roundabout, then turn left along the A2014. After 500m turn

right up Deakin Leas.  At its end, turn left along a footpath

for 70m, then fork right to cross the A21 by a footbridge. 

Continue SSE by footpath to Vauxhall Lane, where turn right

for  a  few  metres  before  turning  left  (S).   Shortly  after

passing a pair of semi-detached houses on the right, named

“New Cottages”,  turn  left  along a  footpath  (SE)  across  a

field, over a stream and then over a railway line (caution).

Follow the  path  S  uphill  through  woods,  going  uphill  at

junctions. Keep heading S for 1.2km  to the railway viaduct. 

Turn right (SW) up a lane.  Just after passing the drive to

Forge Farm, turn left (ESE) along a footpath for 600m up

through Barnett’s Wood.  Do  NOT cross over the railway;

follow the path on the right  hand side of  the railway for

500m to North Farm Road.  Continue S for  500m on this

road  to High Brooms station,  left  ((B) on  map,  GR TQ

594414; early finish 3.7 miles).  (Use the underpass to the E

side of  the station.  No public toilets  are available  at  this

station, but there is a small coffee kiosk.)



From  the  station  exit  passage  turn  right

along  Clifton  Road.   Bear  right  at  the  T-

junction into Sandhurst Road, following the

left  bend  to  a  public  footpath,  on  the  left

50m  before  a  zebra  crossing;  follow  this

path, turning right into Addison Road and on

to  Grosvenor and Hilbert  Park.  Follow

the right side of the park to the café (lunch

stop; toilets, café, picnic tables; 4.5 miles).

Continue SW past the lake to the Grosvenor

Bridge  exit, where  turn  left  (SE)

immediately  before  the  bridge,  then  right

(SSW)  along  Quarry  Road  and  Camden

Road  for  over  800m.   Continue  along

Monson  Road,  which  bears  right  to  reach

Mount  Pleasant  Road,  A26.  Turn left  and

downhill  to  Tunbridge  Wells  station ((C)

on map, early finish 5.6 miles). 

Continue  past  the  station  for  60m,  before  turning  left  up

Grove  Hill  Road,  B2023.  After  120m  turn  right  along

Sutherland Road.  Continue S across The Grove open space,

then turn left (E) along Claremont Road. 

After bearing left at a crossroads, turn right (ESE) along a

footpath beside Claremont School (left).  Cross the end of

Banner  Farm Road  and  fork  right  (SE)  along  a  footpath

which skirts an open space then continues along the backs of

houses to emerge at the end of Farmcombe Road.  Turn left

(NE)  along  Forest  Road.   After  60m  turn  right  along  a

footpath, Westbrook Terrace, for 250m to Hawkenbury Road

where turn right.

After  30m turn right  (S) along Maryland Road.  At its  far

corner, turn left (ESE) along a footpath, leaving the houses,

for 180m to meet the High Weald Landscape Trail.  (Note

Kent/Sussex border.)  Turn right (S) for 400m, then bear left

(SE) alongside the railway (right) before reaching Benhall

Mill Road.  Here turn right (west) for 300m, then left (SW)

across Nevill Golf Course to Bayham Road, B2169.  Turn

left along this road for 1 mile to Frant station (8.7 miles).

Saturday rail service from Frant:

Frant 1633 1733

Tonbridge 1649 1749

Sevenoaks 1659 1759

Orpington 1709 1807

London Bridge 1726 1825

Waterloo East 1731 1830

Charing Cross 1735 1835



The Hastings Line Stage 6: 
Saturdays 15 and 22 July 2017
Frant to Stonegate (8.8 miles)
Meet:  Frant  station (GR TQ607364) on arrival  of the

down train due at  11.14am (dep Charing Cross  10.15,

Waterloo  East  10.18,  London  Bridge  10.23,  Orpington

10.40, Sevenoaks 10.49, Tonbridge 10.58).  (No toilets at

station, use those on train).

Maps:  OS 1:25 000 Explorer Sheet 136; OS 1:50 000

Landranger 188; East Sussex street atlas.

Outline  route: Frant  station  -  Bells  Yew  Green  -

Wadhurst station (3.3 miles) - Durgates - Wadhurst (lunch

stop;  4.8 miles)  -  Dens  Farm  -  Stonegate  station  (8.8

miles).

Late start/early finish option:  Leave or join at Wadhurst

station after 3.3 miles); thence 5.5 miles to Stonegate.

Ascents:   200m         Descents:  250m.

Terrain:  Very undulating, field paths and mainly quiet

roads.

Detailed route description:

From Frant station ((A) on map) turn right along the

B2169 (busy road, single file) for 800m through Bells

Yew Green to the second crossroads, where turn right

into a quiet lane. 

After passing Higham Farm (500m, left,  (B) on map),

take  a  track  forking  left  at  the  end  of  the  farm

buildings,  then  fork  left  again  through a  gate  (not

signed) just before a house.  Drop diagonally (ESE) to

the far corner of the field,  then continue  along a track

through a wood leading to Little Shoesmiths.

Behind  there,  take  a  footpath  heading  SSE  over  a

stream, then uphill.  Go through one metal gate, then

another waymarked one halfway up the hill.  Continue

to a finger post at the top of the hill, leaving  a brick

barn to the right.  Then take a track heading southwards

and  downhill  to  Great  Shoesmiths  Farm,  where  you

meet  the  Sussex  Border  Path.   Continue  southwards

along a metalled private road which soon bears right

(SW) and eventually joins a quiet road ((C) on map).  

Turn left for 600m to two houses  and, where the lane

bears left to face E, fork right along a sunken lane (still

on  the  Sussex  Border  Path)  through  woodland.   On

reaching a further lane after 650m, turn right and uphill

to the B2099, then turn half left to  Wadhurst station

(right,  (D) on  map;  toilet  in  booking  hall,  spacious

traditional waiting room on up platform; 3.3 miles).

From Wadhurst station exit turn right along the access

road to the B2099.  Continue through Durgates ((E) on

map)  to  Wadhurst  (lunch stop;  picnic  by fire  station

gardens, or White Hart pub or cafés; 4.8 miles).



Go SSW down the road at the side of the White Hart

which becomes a track and then a footpath.  Cross a

stream and then go uphill for 250m before forking left

(SSE).  After 60m cross a track and continue S across

open ground and then through Snape Wood.  Cross the

railway line, and turn left on reaching a road ((F) on

map).

After 160m fork right along a footpath (sign obscured)

heading S with a wood alongside to the right.  Follow

an overgrown footpath past  a  dry pond and across  a

stream, then bear SSE and uphill to a metal gate.  Here

turn right down a lane heading S, passing the ‘Buttons’

estate and crossing a stream.  Where the lane turns left,

continue S along a metalled private road.  Where this

divides after 350m bear left (SSE) to Dens Farm ((G)

on map). 

Here bear right along a track then almost immediately

turn left (SSE) along a footpath.  After 200m turn right

for a few metres, then left to continue SSE with a wood

to  the  right.   Continue  straight  on  across  several

streams, keeping the buildings of Witherenden Farm in

sight.  After three fields a small gap in a hedge leads to

a bridleway. 

Here bear left (E) along the footpath, which becomes a

farm road,  then turns SE and leads to a public road.

Turn  left  (NE)  and  uphill  along  this  road,  and  after

crossing the railway turn right along the access road to

Stonegate station ((H) on map, 8.8 miles).

Saturday rail service from Stonegate:

Stonegate 16.23 17.23 17.53

Sevenoaks 16.59 17.59 18.29

Orpington 17.09 18.09 18.37

London Bridge 17.26 18.25 18.56

Waterloo East 17.31 18.30 19.01

Charing Cross 17.35 18.35 19.05



The Hastings Line Stage 7:  
Saturdays 29 July and 5 August 2017
Stonegate to Robertsbridge (7.2 miles)
Meet: Stonegate  station  (GR TQ659271)  on  arrival  of  the

down  train  due  at  11.26am  (dep. Charing  Cross  10.15,

Waterloo East 10.18, London Bridge 10.23, Orpington 10.40,

Sevenoaks  10.49,  Tonbridge  10.58).   (The  station  has  no

facilities at weekends, so use the toilet on the train.  Bring

any food needed before Etchingham.)

Maps:  OS 1:25 000 Explorer Sheet 136; OS 1:50 000 

Landranger 199; East Sussex street atlas.

Outline route: Stonegate station - Etchingham station 

(possible late lunch stop; 4.7 miles) - Robertsbridge station 

(7.2 miles). 

Late start/early finish option:  Leave or join at Etchingham 

station after 4.7 miles; thence 2.5 miles to Robertsbridge.

Ascents:   180m         Descents:  190m. 

Terrain:  Mixed,  some  flat  valley  walking  but  very

undulating  with  some  quite  steep  hills.  There  are  several

stiles,  including  one  difficult,  and  footbridges,  as  well  as

about a kilometre along a main road with very fast cars.

Detailed route description:

From  Stonegate  station ((A) on  map)  take  the  concrete

surfaced  track  uphill  to  Hammerden.   Follow  the  track,

turning right at the house ahead to go past the end of the pond

to your right.  Then turn left, passing a pair of houses on the

right and a smaller pond on the left.  Turn right to head south,

through  a  gate  and  downhill,  beside  a  hedge  to  the  left.

Coming to two gates  ahead,   go through the left-hand one

(waymarked) and follow a line of trees to the right.  Continue

into a wood via two bridle gates where you cross a stream.

The path meanders uphill past a sign saying ‘Bobby’s Wood’,

then bears  right  alongside  a  fence  on  the  left  to  reach  the

railway track.

For the bridle path route (see map on crossing gate post; this

route may be cropped over), cross the tracks and go ahead

south 150m towards the Rother valley, past the garden of a

house and  a pond,  hidden in trees.   Where the  track  turns

right, head SE across the field to a finger post at the right-

hand end of a line of trees.  From there, continue 150m SE to

a wooden bridge.   Cross  over a  minor stream and go to a

clump of trees ahead with a waymarker.  Pass to the right of

the trees and head slightly north of east going parallel to the

line of trees on the right indicating the course of the River

Rother.   The  tops  of  some  oast  houses  are  intermittently

visible in the distance.  

When you meet a hedge running north-south, follow it N for

40m and turn right through a metal gate. Continue east toward

the oast houses, with a wire fence on the left, which joins a

wavy hedge.  Just before the next field boundary, with a stile

on the left, turn right (S) for 40m to find a footbridge over the

Rother.

For an alternative route, turn away from the

railway  tracks,  go  through  wooden  gates,

then continue east along a path with the rail

embankment  on  your  right.   Descend

gradually to  cross  a stream, then go  uphill

slightly N of E to a large oak at the edge of a

wood.  Follow the path through the wood for

500m, going uphill, then descending to cross

a  small  valley  and  climb  back  out  of  the

wood.  Where a path leads off to the left, go

ahead over a stile and along the top of a field

to its NE corner, where go through a gate.  



Turn right, just E of S, with the hedge on the right, and go downhill for 200m to the railway.  After crossing the tracks, go left for

20m, then turn S, with a hedge on the left, for 400m.  About 20m from the bottom of the field, go through a gap in the hedge and

continue with the hedge on your right to a stile taking you onto the bridle path.  40m ahead is the bridge over the Rother.

After crossing the Rother, turn slightly right, south east, up a hill towards a gate (no footpath to be seen here either) and continue

uphill to Acorn Farm and into the farmyard. The big gate is electric, so head for the small gate ahead out onto a road.  Turn right, and

after 110m turn left through a small metal gate to a footpath heading south east.  Cross a stream and a stile, and continue uphill

through some trees, then up steep grassland with Park Wood to the left.

On reaching the  A265,  turn  left  (NE)  for  nearly a  kilometre  before  turning left  along the  drive  to  Old Court  House.   Almost

immediately, fork right along a footpath which soon descends north-east towards the Rother valley, crossing a number of stiles.  Cross

a tributary near the border of Forge Wood and cross a meadow to Forge House.  Here turn right to follow the railway east ( (B) on

map).  You may have to detour to go around a reed bed.  On reaching a road turn right along it for 220m.  Where it bends right, take

the footpath to the left, with a pond and the church to the right, to reach the A265.

Turn left, then left again up the approach road to Etchingham station ((C) on map, early finish 4.7 miles).  (Possible late lunch stop.

There are some seats in a children’s playground and a café at the station that does brunch, closing at 2pm.)

From the station,  follow its approach road to the A265

and turn right.   Just  before reaching Etchingham Shop

and Deli  after 130m, turn left  along a footpath.   After

40m fork left (east),  soon heading uphill, bearing right

and crossing a metalled track leading to Lundsford Farm.

Pass  a  reedy pond on  the  left,  with  trees  to  the  right.

Then bear right to face S, with the stream alongside on

the left for the next 500m.  Where the stream bears SSE,

fork  slightly  right  (south)  up  a  grassy  hill  leading  to

Gigmore Wood.  Continue uphill through the wood, and

then alongside it, to a cottage and Squibs Farm. 

Bear  right,  pass  a  pond  on  the  right,  then  go  straight

ahead at the junction of tracks, through a gate, to bear

SSE down the spur of a hill, towards a tributary valley of

the  Rother.  Cross  the  valley  and  two  streams,  before

bearing  right,  up,  across  and  down  another  spur.  The

valley bottom is very steep with a small  stream at  the

bottom. Take this path carefully. 

Then go  up and over another  spur  past  Bugsell  Farm,

crossing a concrete track and ignoring paths to the right,

until you descend to a footpath at the bottom. Turn left

for 200m alongside a stream, then, just before the railway

line, turn right across the stream.  Follow the railway on

your  left  across  fields  and  then  behind  houses  until  it

reaches the road. Turn left, east, to reach Robertsbridge

station (7.2 miles). 

(Just beyond the level crossing is a friendly pub with a

tropical garden.   A visit to the attractive old centre of

Robertsbridge can also be recommended.) 

Saturday rail service from Robertsbridge:

Robertsbridge 16.14 17.14 17.44 18.14 18.44

Sevenoaks 16.59 17.59 18.29 18.59 19.29

Orpington 17.09 18.09 18.37 19.09 19.37

London Bridge 17.26 18.25 18.56 19.25 19.56

Waterloo East 17.31 18.30 19.01 19.30 20.01

Charing Cross 17.35 18.35 19.05 19.35 20.05



The Hastings Line Stage 8:  
Saturdays 12 and 19 August 2017 
Robertsbridge to Battle (7.3 or 
8.2* miles).  * including optional diversion 
Meet:  Robertsbridge station (GR TQ734235, 
no toilet) on arrival of the down train due at 
11.33am (dep Charing Cross 10.15, Waterloo 
East 10.18, London Bridge 10.23, Orpington 
10.40, Sevenoaks 10.49, Tonbridge 10.58). 
Maps:  OS 1:25 000 Explorer Sheet 124; OS 
1:50 000 Landranger 199; E. Sussex street atlas. 
Outline route:  Robertsbridge station -  
Mountfield Church (lunch stop; 2.5 miles) -  
Whatlington (4.7 miles; bus service†) - Battle town 
(optional) - Battle station (7.3 or 8.2 miles). 
Late start/early finish option:  Leave or join at 
Whatlington after 4.7 miles; thence 2.6 or 3.5 miles 
to Battle station 
Ascents:   170m         Descents:  150m.  
Terrain:  Undulating, some moderate slopes.  Mainly field paths, 
maybe wet patches near rivers, some nettles.  Several stiles 
Detailed route description: 
From Robertsbridge station ((A) on map), turn right (W) along Station Road 
for 100m.  Turn left (S) for 200m, bear left under the railway, and continue S 
for 100m.  Where the road turns left, take the metalled track to the right under 
the railway again.  After 100m, fork left onto a footpath following the railway.  
Follow this path for 700m, and pass ponds on the left and a side path to the 
railway on the right.  Continue south into a wood and after a further 300m 
bear W beside a stream on the left.  180m further on, fork left over the stream, 
via a footbridge with squeeze stiles, on a footpath bearing back towards the 
railway.  Cross a further stream, via a footbridge with low barriers, into a 
wood, on emerging from which bear left (E) to go under the railway.  
After crossing a further stream and a field boundary, bear right (SSE) and 
uphill, passing just to the left of trees.  Continue uphill and SSE to pass to the 
right of a clump of trees and then close to a pond.  On reaching the top of the 
hill and passing Mountfield Court (left), continue past a crossing footpath and 
head S down a private road to Church Road, where bear right to Mountfield 
Church (early lunch break; 2.5 miles).  
Cross the churchyard to its SE corner to join a footpath heading E and 
downhill.  At the second field boundary, deviate right to keep to the right of 
the hedge.  After a further 300m, enter Hoath Wood, and bear SSE through it.  
On emerging, bear ESE to a lane and turn right (S) along it.  A few metres 
after crossing a stream turn left (SE) along a footpath to the railway, then 
follow it E to London Road, A2100 ((B) on map).  
Cross with care to a track through woodland heading ESE.  Continue SE, in 
and out of trees, for 900 metres, passing a pond on the left and joined by a 
stream on the right, which becomes the River Line.  Cross the river by a 
footbridge to the right bank (may be muddy).  Continue for a further km SE 
and eventually SSE to Whatlington ((C) on map, early finish, 4.7 miles†).  
†Saturday bus service to/from Whatlington - Stagecoach 304: 
Robertsbridge (The George) 1141 1341 1702 
Whatlington (Leeford Farm) 1151 1351 1711 
Battle (Station Approach) 1200 1400 1720                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Battle (Station Approach) 1308 1508 1608 
Whatlington (Leeford Farm) 1313 1513 1613 
Robertsbridge (The George) 1323 1523 1623 



At Whatlington, cross the road and follow the right bank of the River Line for a further 160m before crossing to follow its 
left bank.  After a further kilometre, just after a hedge across an open field, turn right (W) along a crossing footpath over a 
footbridge into Petley Wood.  (Do not take the farm track which leads into an open field.) 
After 70m, turn left (SSE) along a track.  After 240m, cross a stile to an equestrian vehicle park.  Turn right across it, then 
right again along a track heading W past a large barn.  Go over a stile into a footpath which re-enters the wood after 200m 
and continues SE along the boundary of the wood.  After 300m the path bears left and heads S to a driveway, which 
emerges on the bend of Marley Lane.  
Turn right along the lane for 60m, then turn right (WSW) over a stile beside the drive to Greenwood Cotttage.  Continue 
along a footpath past the cottage which goes 900m SW across four fields to Coarsebarn Farm.  (Where the direct path is 
ploughed/cropped over, it is best to skirt round the left sides of the fields.)  At Coarsebarn Farm, do not cross the railway, 
but fork left (S) alongide the pond and left again (SSE) along a footpath.  At a fence corner, go through a gate and 
continue downhill with the fence on your right to a sewage works.  
To go via Battle town, turn right (W) along the first footpath, with a stream on your left, then cross the stream and bear 
right under the railway.  Continue WSW parallel to the stream.  On reaching a paved track, turn left and cross the stream 
to reach the waymarked Malfosse Walk.  Turn left again (SE), cross another stream, and fork right uphill, with the tower 
of Battle Abbey visible ahead.  Cross a stile at the top of the field and go ahead to Battle High Street.  (St Mary's Church 
on left, open 10-4 Saturdays; turn right for town centre:  Battle Abbey (admission £10.10 open 10-6 Mar - Sep); shops, 
pubs, restaurants (many in Georgian buildings); WC in car park through passage on right.) 
From Abbey Green, follow the A2100 ESE, then SSE for 600m to the station approach.  It is best to use the right-hand 
pavement until past the mini-roundabout, then cross at the pedestrian crossing.  Continue uphill just past another mini-
roundabout, then turn left to Battle Station (8.2 miles). 
Alternatively (saving 0.9 mile):  At the sewage 
works, cross a footpath, then bear right along 
the next footpath to follow the railway S to 
Marley Lane.  Here turn right over the level 
crossing, then left along a footpath beside the 
railway to Battle station (7.3 miles). 
Saturday rail service from Battle: 
Battle 1607 1707 1737 1807 
Sevenoaks  1659 1759 1829 1859 
Orpington 1709 1809 1837 1909 
London Bridge 1726 1825 1856 1925 
Waterloo East 1731 1830 1901 1930 



The Hastings Line Stage 9:
Saturdays 26 August and 2 September 2017
Battle to Hastings (9.2 or 8.4* miles)
*via seafront

Meet: Battle station (GR TQ755156) on 

arrival of the down train due at 11:42 am.

Note:  Charing Cross, Waterloo East and 

London Bridge are closed these dates.  

On 26 August dep Victoria 10:01, 

Bromley South 10:27, Orpington 10:35, 

Sevenoaks 10:44, change Tonbridge dep 10:59. 

On 2 September dep Cannon Street 10:20, Orp-

ington 10:40, Sevenoaks 10:50, Tonbridge 11:00.

Maps:  OS 1:25 000 Explorer Sheet 124; OS 

1:50 000 Landranger 199; East Sussex street atlas.

Outline route: Battle station - Crowhurst station (2.0 

miles) - Wishing Tree Lagoon (picnic lunch stop 5.1 

miles) - West St Leonards station (6.3 miles) - St Leonards 

Warrior Square station (7.6 miles) - Hastings station 

(8.9 miles) - Hastings seafront (9.2 miles).  

Note:  There are no toilets or refreshment facilities 

between Battle station and central Hastings.

Short cut: West St Leonards station to Hastings via seafront, 

avoiding steep hills (2.1 miles, saving 0.8 mile).

Late start option:  Start at Crowhurst station, thence 7.2 or 6.4

miles to Hastings seafront.

Ascents:   340m         Descents:  390m. 

Terrain:  Undulating, mainly quiet roads and field paths with some stiles.

After West St Leonards, urban with steep hills.

Detailed route description: 

From Battle station ((A) on map) turn left (SW) along its approach road to the

A2100, then turn left and uphill, over the railway. After 200m turn right along a

track heading S, which becomes an enclosed footpath for 200m, then climbs to

enter a small wood at the top of the hill.  Then go SE downhill across a field,

slightly to the right of power lines, and enter another wood at a corner via a stile.

Cross a stream then head steeply uphill via two more stiles to Telham Lane.

Cross the road and go over a stile to continue SSE by footpath for 200m to the

next road where bear right (S) down it for one kilometre. On reaching a road sign

pointing ahead  and left to  the station, turn immediately left (S) down a  paved

path leading to Crowhurst station ((B) on map, 2.0 miles).

Head S down Station Road to Crowhurst  village and bear left at the road junction.

After 100m turn left (SE) along the 1066 Country Walk Bexhill Link.  Immediately

after crossing a stream turn right to follow its left bank south for 150m, then bear left

alongside a hedge for 200m to a stile.  Turn right along a track for 80m to Crowhurst

Road and turn left. 

Follow the road for 1 mile, taking care of traffic on bends, and go under the A2069

viaduct  to  reach  Upper  Wilton  Farm.   Here  bear  right  onto  a  footpath  signed  to

Hastings, which returns to the road where it crosses the railway.  Turn right (SSE)

down a footpath alongside the railway cutting.  This is the eastern edge of Coombe

Valley Countryside Park.  After 400m follow the edge of Redgeland Wood S away

from the railway before bearing left (SE). 

At waymarker post 22 turn left over a stream along a grassy track leading back to the

railway at waymarker post 18.  Go over the level crossing (2 stiles), and follow a

footpath forking left downhill for 200m to Wishing Tree Lagoon (picnic lunch stop).  



Retrace  the  path  back  to  post  18 ((C) on map)  where  turn  left  to

follow the railway SE to cross the B2092, then curve S to Filsham

Road.  Cross to St Vincent's Road and follow it to West St Leonards

station (left, (D) on map 6.3 miles).

The following section has steep hills - see below for level short cut:

From West St Leonards station booking hall turn left, then left again

over the railway footbridge.  Turn right for a few metres towards Bo

Peep Junction, then turn left (N) up a footpath, across Collinswood

Drive to a further footpath continuing uphill, soon bearing right (NE). 

Cross Collinstone Road and continue NNE for 300m before forking

right (E) to the corner of Albany Road.  Follow it ENE for 100m to

The Independant Church on the right  (garden,  benches).   Continue

ahead and cross Upper Maze Hill to Dane Road, which bears left (SE)

and downhill to London Road, A2102.  Cross it and turn left (N) and

uphill.  Fork right along Station Approach over the railway and bear

left and downhill to St Leonards Warrior Square station (7.6 miles).

Turn left at the far corner of the community centre up a footpath

to Hatherley Road.  Cross half right to Southwater Road, heading

N and uphill.  Bear right up De Cham Road to Chapel Park Road,

turn left and continue uphill and N to Bohemia Road, A21.  Cross

at the pedestrian crossing to St Paul’s Road.

At its end turn right along Horntye Road, then down Briscoe’s

Walk,  a  metalled  footpath  heading  ESE.   At  Summerfields

woodland, fork right down an unsurfaced footpath heading SE

down to a pond and up to rejoin the metalled footpath, which

soon crosses the railway over the mouth of its tunnel. 

On reaching a road, Redmayne Drive, turn left (E) to Cornwallis

Terrace,  then  continue  E  to  Station  Approach  and  Hastings

station (left, (E) on map, 8.9 miles).  

Turn right down Havelock Road and Harold Place to the A259

promenade, thence by subway to the beach and the seafront ((F)

on map, 9.2 miles).

Short cut from West St Leonards station:  Continue south along

St Vincent's Road and at the end turn right into West Hill Road.

Take the first left, Keats Close.  At its end cross the A259 using

the pededstrian crossing.  Continue to the sea front, where turn

left along the cycle way next to the beach.  Follow this for 1 mile

to the pier, then continue for a further 500m to the subway from

Harold Place ((F) on map, 8.4 miles).

Optional celebratory meal:  5 pm at a nearby restaurant (500m).

A visit to the Old Town with its many attractions is

also recommended.

Saturday rail service:  (with engineering work)

On 26 August, dep Hastings 16:50, 17:09, 17:39,

18:09, 18:50, 19:50, 20:09 or 20:50.  Change at

Tonbridge  for  trains  to  Victoria  calling  at

Sevenoaks, Orpington and Bromley South.

On  2  September,  dep Hastings  16:50,  17:20,

17:50,  18:20,  18:50,  19:50,  20:50 or  21:50 for

trains  to  Cannon  Street  calling  at  Tonbridge,

Sevenoaks, Orpington.

Bus services

Nos  98/99:  From West  St  Leonards,  A259 to

Hastings seafront and station.  Mon-Sat daytime,

5 per hour.

No 20:  From Old Town (the Stade) via seafront

and  Havelock  Road  to  Hastings  station  and

beyond.  Departs daily every 15 minutes up to

19:10, then 20:00, 21:00.


